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Dear Friends, 

Greetings to you all. Thank you to everyone who has supported the 
group in 2018 in any way. Sharon and I hope that you have enjoyed 
the visits you have made in our company and are ready to hear 
about our plans for 2019.  

Thank you too to all those who came along or sent messages to the 
recent open meeting where we exchanged views and information 
about the Group. The feedback that you provided has helped to 
shape what we are planning for 2019. I hope you will find some 
visits here which are of interest you and that you will want to join us 
once again. 

It really is helpful to know well in advance what the level of interest 
is. So please, if you have not done so, obtain your 2019 diary and 
calendar and get in contact. 

 

1.   Before Christmas 2018  

After some thought and searching through theatre schedules I 
have decided not to introduce any new events into our 
programme for the rest of 2018. At the meeting, we discussed 
several possibilities but there wasn’t one which commanded 
overwhelming support to give me the confidence to book tickets. 
So close to the event I would almost certainly have had to pay 
for them before I could be sure about numbers. However, I will 
take account of your comments when I am putting together a 
programme for the end of 2019 and try to include at least one 
seasonal musical event. 

 



However, we are looking forward to seeing Matilda at the Palace 
Theatre Manchester on Wednesday 21 November (matinee 
performance ). We shall be leaving at around 10.30am to give us 
time for a leisurely lunch in Manchester and, for those who wish, 
an opportunity to visit the Christmas Markets . Two of the 
markets are situated within easy walking distance of the Theatre. 
At the time of writing we have three tickets still remaining.  
Please contact Sharon if you would like to reserve a place. 

 

2. The Producers at The Royal Exchange Manchester  

We have previously informed you that we have tickets to see the 
Christmas/New Year production at The Royal Exchange on 
Thursday 17th January 2019 . We have enjoyed their seasonal 
show for each of the last two years and we can expect a similar 
very high standard of production this time. We have good stage 
level seats and will be leaving around 11.00am to give time in 
Manchester beforehand. The cost of this visit is £52 with an 
additional optional insurance payment of £5. 

 

3. The Rise and Fall of Little Voice at Bolton Octagon.  

This is a wonderful play with a heart-rending story and music 
which you will know. I cannot recommend it to you highly 
enough. The date – Saturday 26th January 2019 at 2.00pm. 
This is a production which older children would enjoy. The Bolton 
Octagon continues its programme of refurbishment and so this 
performance will be in the civic hall in the centre of Bolton, very 
close to the theatre. Access will be easy.   

The full cost of the visit will be £39 with an opti onal 
additional £4 insurance payment.   

 



4. Romeo and Juliet at Blackpool Grand Theatre  

This is the Royal Shakespeare Company on tour with the 
same production which several of us enjoyed in Stratford-upon-
Avon earlier this year. It was a wonderful production and I am 
greatly looking forward to living once more the emotional highs 
and lows of Shakespeare’s wonderful play. The very highest 
quality of acting and production viewed from excellent seats in 
this amazing theatre. The date is Saturday 2 March (matinee) 
and the cost will be £37.50 with an optional additi onal £4 
insurance payment  

The performance will start at 1.30pm so we will lea ve for 
Blackpool at 10.45am. 

 

5. St. John Passion (J.S. Bach) at Lancaster  

This is rather a new venture for us.  J.S.Bach’s wonderful work, 
the St. John Passion, is to be performed in English on the 
evening of Saturday 16 March in Lancaster. Further details will 
be provided early in the new year but I am prepared to organise 
a coach to the venue if there is sufficient interest. We anticipate 
that the costs will be lower than normal for one of our visits. 

 

6. The Verdict at Oldham Coliseum  

Most of us enjoy a good courtroom thriller and this one promises 
to be a cracker. Whilst a small theatre, the productions at 
Oldham Coliseum are consistently good and often go on tour 
elsewhere. This performance is at 2.30 pm on Wednesday 13 
March. We will leave from Preston in time to give opportunities 
for lunch in Oldham. The cost will be £37 with an optional 
additional £4 insurance payment. 

 



7. West Side Story at The Royal Exchange Manchester.  

Another venture by the Royal Exchange into musicals. We have 
enjoyed their previous productions and the same team are 
working on this production.  At this stage, I have requested 
tickets for one of three dates – Saturdays 11th and 18th May and 
Thursday 16th May 2019 (all matinees). Group booking doesn’t 
open for a while, so please reserve the dates. We will confirm the 
details as soon as we can. 

 

8. The Importance of Being Earnest by the Bolton Octagon 
Company.  

You simply cannot beat this cherished comedy by Oscar Wilde. 
We have seen it before but it stands the test of time as few other 
plays do. An hilariously unlikely plot, with absurd characters 
making the most of Wilde’s wit and perhaps wisdom – what more 
can we ask? So, we are going to the matinee performance at 
2.00pm on  Wednesday 12th June 2019.  

The Bolton Octagon continues its programme of refurbishment 
and so this performance will be in the civic hall in the centre of 
Bolton, very close to the theatre. Access will be easy.     

The cost will be £39 with an additional £4 insuranc e 
payment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9. Annie at the Liverpool Empire  

At our meeting there was considerable enthusiasm for going to 
see Annie. This is a touring production and we could have gone 
to Blackpool, Manchester or Liverpool. I have secured seats for 
Liverpool, to introduce a bit more variety into our visits and also 
because this coming year there is a major exhibition at The 
Walker Art Gallery of the work of the Scottish artist and designer, 
MacIntosh. The date is Saturday 29th June 2019 and the 
show will start at 2.30pm. 

The production is very expensive and I am doing my best to keep 
costs down. With that in mind I have reserved Circle seats 
centrally placed in Rows M, N and O. It is important to realise 
that although the Circle is accessible by lift there will be a 
number of steps up to the row concerned. Also, although some 
of you indicated that you would like to see this show with your 
grandchildren there are regrettably no price concessions for 
younger people (or for anyone) on a Saturday).  

I will need to purchase the tickets for this show by 12th 
January2019.  I must therefore know by very early in the new 
year that there is sufficient interest. If there is n’t, the visit 
will not go ahead. 

The cost for the coach and theatre will be £66 with  an 
optional additional insurance payment of £6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Two important announcements about planned residenti al 
visits in 2019.  

I can now inform you that we are in the early stage  of 
planning two residential visits in 2019.  To give us the 
confidence to know that these will be viable visits (we will need at 
least 20 people in each case) please let Sharon know by early in 
the new year of your interest. 

 

1.  Stratford-upon-Avon from Monday 27th May 2019 f or two 
nights (three days).  

 

Please note that the first day of the visit is Spring Bank 
Holiday. This was one of the few dates that our favourite 
Crown Plaza Hotel could offer us before the autumn and 
therefore we havemade an early reservation for bed and 
breakfast. 

 

Our intention is to cost the visit at the basic pri ce for B 
and B at the hotel with use of the coach throughout  
including a day trip probably to the Cotswolds and 
gratuities. We will have time in Stratford from early afternoon 
on the Monday and until mid-afternoon on the Wednesday. At 
extra cost  we will be able to arrange seats in the main theatre 
to see The Taming of the Shrew and/or Venice Preserved 
which is a hugely entertaining restoration comedy. 

We are currently working on costings and will annou nce 
them shortly. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2. York from 24th November 2019 for 3 nights/4 days  

 

We will leave at lunch time on 24th November 2019 (after 
morning service) and arrive in York late afternoon. We will be 
staying at the Mercure Fairfield Manor Hotel which is well 
outside the city walls but adjacent to a park and ride. We will 
have a coach available throughout and plan at least one visit 
to a place of interest (Castle Howard?) and possibly one more. 
We will stay Sunday, Monday and Tuesday nights and return 
after lunch on the Wednesday. 

 

By that time we can expect the York Christmas lights festival 
to have commenced and in addition it is possible, although the 
programme will not be announced for many months yet, we 
may be able to visit a theatre in York. Again, we are 
currently working on costings and will announce the m 
shortly. 

 

3. And we are planning to visit Chatsworth House for a day 
visit probably in June. Please watch out for details. 

 

IF THESE VISITS INTEREST YOU PLEASE BUY YOUR 
2019 DIARY NOW AND HOLD THE DATES SO YOU CAN 
JOIN US! 



 

Finally, a word about the costings. We are very much 
aware that theatre prices continue to rise. We are doing 
all we can to keep costs to a reasonable level and the 
prices quoted above are based on initial non-returnable 
deposit of £7, three pounds lower than previously. This 
charge is necessary to cover our overheads and 
discourage bookings from people who are not fully 
committed to the visit. As before, we will require full 
payment 4 weeks before the event (often we need to buy 
theatre tickets well before then). The cost of any 
cancelled visit will be repaid, minus the deposit, to those 
who take out the extra insurance which is referred to. 

 

Sharon and I join together to offer you our very best wishes for 
a joyful and peaceful Christmas and a healthy New Year.  

 

Ken 

 

  

 

  


